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Secretary Ellen Roy Herzfelder

Executive Office of Environmental Aflairs
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900

Boston, MA 02114 MEPA
Attn; James Hunt

Dear Secrctary Herzfelder:

I am writing this letter as a follow-up to our mecting with James Hunt on May 13, 2004
regarding the Revere, Malden, and Saugus Route 1 Relocation and Widering Project
(EOEA 13149). The purpose of the mecting was to Teview a new preferred alternative
and to discuss whether this would require a Notice of Project Change.

MassHighway developed the new preferred alternative known as Alternative 10C (sce
attached), in response to comments received from the mayors of Revere, Malden and
Saugus, and your comments in the ENF Certificate that ** The EIR should evaluate
allernative site layouts in order to ascertain which site layout minimizes overall impacts
to sensitive receptors and resources.”

Rather than realign Route 1 and build a new interchange in the middle of the Rowe's
Development (directly impacting approximately 28 acres of their Jand), Altemative 10C
includes the construction of a new lane in each direction on the existing Route 1
alignment. In order to maintain access Lo existing businesses, a ncw shoulder on the east
side of Route 1 northbound will be provided. The cxisting southbound shoulder and curb
cuts will be eliminated; however, two emergency pull outs will be provided. Access 10
businesses and rcsidential homes will be available from Route 39.

In addition to Route 1 mainline improvements, Copeland Circle will be reconfigured.
Improvements to Copeland Circle were to be included in any selected alternative.
However, it was anticipated that this additional analysis would be undertaken as part of
the alternative analysis in the EIR. As we further developed Alternative 10C, we also
advanced the Copland Circle Alternative analysis to more closely define the project limits

and our consultant scope of services.

A new exit ramp will be constructed from Route ] southbound to Route 60 eastbound.
Existing Route 1 southbound will be widened to allow for the addition of a deceleration
lzne. Further north, the interscction of Routc | and Salem/Lynn Street will reconstructed
to provide longer acceieration and dcccleration lanes. Drivoways will be provided on
Route | northbound to provide access to the Overlook Development.
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By utilizing the existing right-of-way and roadway alignment, Alternate 10 C will impact
the least amount of environmental resources. This includes the minimization of
additional impervious area, and impacts to the wetlands associated with the Rummy
marsh ACEC. By using the existing right of way and roadway alignment this altemative
is also consistent with the goals of Governor’s “Fix it First” Policy.

As discussed, we believe that this approach is consistent with the ENF Certificate and we
seck your concurrence that a Notice of Project Change is not required. If you have any
questions, please contact Kevin Walsh at (617) 973 ~7529 or Matthew DeSorbo at (617)
973-7882.

Sincerely, .- —— . .

= e T
Gregory Prendergast
Deputy Chief Engineer

Environmental Section

Aftach
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Steve O’Donnell, Dist 4.
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